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tivity of ( hriſt , Wc. 


2 Efore I come to anſwer theſe Queries, that T 
may make way for the clearing of mens 
judgements, I ſhall driefely lay downe the 
grounds upen which the obſervation of 
this , and other Feſtivalls is juſtified in the 
Church ; which aretheſe. 

Firft, lt is a thing oot onely lawfull,but 
Jaſtly due unto God,that he ſhould be prai- 
ſed publick'y aod folemnely for this , and 
other ſuch like great bleſſings a3 he hath beftewed upon the 
Church by Chriſt, and that to this end the memory of them ſhould 
be preſerved in the Church, a 

ecendly , That for theſe ends, the Obſervation of a yearely 
day of memoriall is a meanes conducible in it ſelfo, and approved 
by God in Seripture , who made uſe thereof among the ancient 
_ to ſummoen, and ſtirre them up thereby tothe praiſe of God 
' for thoſe great' dc ſlings and deliverances which were beſtowed 
. apon them. 
.”” Thirdly, That theappoyntment of ſuch dayes being conduci- 
ble to thoſe ends before named, which are Sexipture ends, hath ſo 
far its ground in the word of God. 

Fourthly , That the Church bath a power from God to pro» 
mote thoſe ends which are commanded in bis word , by all kind 
of meanes which are not contrary thereunto , and ſach a mexnes 
is this appoiotment of dayes, which hath been with approbativa 

iſed by the Charch , even inthe time of the Jewiſh Bondage, 
in the deſignation ang ordaining pe Feſtivalls yearely to be = 
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erved ,* which were not epj K.- by any exprefſe commandof 
God , as is cleerely to be ſeenc in the inſtitution of the Feaſt of 
Purim, Efher.g. 17. #6. and of the Feaſt of Dedication, Aſachb, 
4. 59- honoured and confirmed by the preſence of our Saviour, 
Fob, 10.23. 23+ 

Fiftly , That this power in the Church is, though unobſervedly, 
yet in cleare conſequence, is confirmed by divers arguments from 
the allowance and praiſe of Adverſaries themſelves. 

As firſt, looks what power private Miniſters challenge , that 
they muſt much more allow the Church : But they challenge « 
power to «ppoynt ties for publick worſhip , which are not ex- 
preſly commanded by God as upon Lefturedaeyes : &£ go, Ad - 
there Can be no reaſon why they (houid have more power '© aÞ- 
poynt an.koure or more in a day , then the Church a day or more 
In a yearc. | 

Secondly , There is as good reaſon that the Church ſhould ap. 
paynt dayes of tcaftiog , which arg not coinmanded by God , as 
dayes of falting, which arc not commanded by God ; (ince the 
end of the former is 48 exceptable to God , and more excellent 
then the latter , and bath oo plea againkt i, that lyeS not equilly a- 
gainlt the latter, 

Third'y , That there is much more reaſon that the Church 
ſhould appoynt folemne dayes for praiſing God for Chriſt, and for 
ſpicituall bleſſi=gs, then for remporall ones ; But the latter is al- 
lowed and praQtiied by the Parhament, as may appeare by the late 
Ordinance tor the obſervation of the fifth of November , in me- 
moriall of che deliverance of tbat very State, Church, and Reli- 
gion fruman our ward deftruftion , which rhemſclves now perſe- 
cu e; by the Army, in appoynting dayes of Tbank(giving for their 
bluody V:Rories over theirbrethren, in an impious Way 5; There- 
fore tbe former, viz- the appoyntment of folemne dayes for grea» 
ter acid \picituall bleflings, cannot reaſonably be condemacd by 
theca. E 
Six:!y., This app»yntment of dayes to the purpoſes aforeſayd, 
Is 00t 0167; aurtociefſe , 2s nor lying in opeficion to any Law of 
G 4, tu cfexcelient uſe and benefi! to Gods pt ople, 1. To 
Þtc ſerve uid rea the memory of theſc great biclliugs, 2+ To 


Ki up the people to the duties of praiſe, p 
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3. Tocallupon the Miniſters in their ſeverall charges to ſtudy, 
and handle thoſe great , and neceflary parts of Chriſtian know- 
ledge. 4. To give ſo many opportunities for the aflembling of 
the people to boly duties. 5. For the rendring of thoſe great and 
myſticall bleſſings familiar unto the people, thereby that being 
fulfilled in this ſenſe, that the Plalmiſt ſperketh in the '9, P/al. One 
day telleth another , and one night certificth another ; there ts neither 
ſpeech nor language , 111 their preches are heard among them, Thus it 
comes to paſle that the Calender of the Church,& the Cycle of the 
Feſtivalls preſents , isja# it were an eaſie and familiar Catechiſme 
unto the people,and doth ivſtruft themalmoit whether they wil or 
no in the appreher.ſions of thoſe bigh points and corr fortable mc» 
tions of the concepiion, na ivity, Circumciſion, Manifeftation to 
the Gentiles, preſentation in the Temple, of the death and paf- 
fion , reſfurreRtion, Aſcention of Chrift into Heaven , and of the 
{cnding of the holy Gooſt, to bring home the frait of all ; which 
areas ſo many parts of rhe holy Antheme of the Church, the Ept- 
phonema , or cle ſe of all which isin the Feſtivall of the T inity, 
whichizuntoe allthereft as the Glory be to the F ather, to the Sonune , 
and to the holy Ghoſt &c. at the cloſe of 2 Plalme , caling upon 
us to give honour and praiſe unto the Trinity for all thoſe incom- 
preheofible bleſſings and benefits whereby the worke of mans re- 
demption is perfeRted and brought bume unto us : This wiſe- 
dome and piety of the Charch is not underftood , nor confidered 
by thoſe heady and haire brain'd people, that waigh tbiogs fn the 
corrupt ſcales of of their owne contraditory and antecclefialticall 
ſpiric;but they that are ſober and peaceable diſcover and admire it, 
and blefle God for it, and do foreſee with fad hearts the defignes 
of Satan moving againſt this Church of ours , by the aboliſhing 
oftbeſe and and other uſefull Ordinances and cuſtomes,to blot out 
by degrees the memory of the great and ineſtimable bleſſings of 
God in Chrift , and to pen the daore to prophanefſe and infideli- 
ty: to the former berefics may be added, the mercy that doth 
hereby accrue unto ſervants , and the poore beaſts in a relaxation 
of their labours upoo ſuch daies, the incitements that they adami- 
iſter ur'@ workes of charity , neighboarkood, and hoſpitality ; 
things very pleaſing in che (fight of God , howſoever diſliked by 
thoſe of this age that place religion in cruelty , FaRtion, aod Se- 
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dition; and the nurcery , and ſnapply that is thereby ſuggeſted 
unto the exerciſe of eur ſpirituall joy, aud delightin God, and his 
goodnefle, 
Laſtly, The authority of the Church both ancient and medern, 
both generall, and of this particular Charch , comming upon us 
with all theſe warrants , and conveniences to ſerve the ends of 


| God and Scripture, and ſtrengthened by the power of the civill 


Magiſtrate, and by the authenticall Lawes of the Kingdome in 
thoſe Aﬀts of Parliament which have eftabliſht theſe things, mut 
either engage all that are within the verge of the Church, and of 
this Church and State _ , unto 2 peaceable and pious obe- 
dience thereunto, or elſa leave the fraine of Impiety , FaRion, 
and of a turbulent and diſorderly ſpirit , or eiſe of felly and blind- 
nefle upon all thoſe that oppoſe it. 

Indeed there is nothing free from temptations ; but it is well 
ſaid of one, as I remember, and may be well confidered of others, 
thet it is wor (at leaſt not alwaies) the infirmity , but the exceltney of 
things that waketh then the watter of temptation : Abuſes of things 
rhat are good muſt teach us wiſedome and caution, but not ſat 
us upon cenfufion; 

And truly there is need of more warines in the ebſervation of 
theſe dajes then hath been ufed by many. 

1. That ſoperſtitio be avoided, that we think not one day in it elf 
better or more holy then another,tut only ſo far as they are aftuil- 
ly defigned or applyed unto tbe ſervice of God: we muſt remember 
that theſe and other particular times , as places,are but circumſtan- 
cet inthe time of the Goſpell, the ſubſtance is in the worſhip and 
ſervice that isgiven unto Ged thereupon, not in the obſervation 
of this or that particular day ; which is io it ſelfe a matter of liberty, 
asthe Apeſtle ſheweth, Row. 14. 5. &6. Col. 2.16, And that miy 
be a ſatisfactory reaſon why in the new Teſtament theſetbings 
are not particulary , or expreſly infoined jn Scripture , becanſe 
theſe are but matters of Order, and of liberty ; not of abſolute ne- 
ceſſity , and therefore left to the moderation of the Church ; bat 
then we maſt remember that the liberty of Chriſtiaosis firſt the 
right and intereſt of the Body, and then of the Members,who muſt 
not urge their particular interelt againſt publique moderations and 
confticutioes in theſe thipgs ; y 64, it 15 a mains liberty that belongs 
unto 


3 TT wa 


PSo7FF”9io0onafw — © 


pnto the whole body of the cn » that ſhe bath power tore- 4 | } \, 
ſraine the liberty of private Members by publique authority tor Wt -| 
the publique good ; but Superſtition mult be avoided, a5 1 heve Rd. 
ſa'd ; noe bumane authority muſt impoſe theſe, or any ſuch like M4 
things, as ſubſtantiall , ualterable, or abſolutely necefliry to falva- 
tion ; bnt as matters of Order , as holy circumitances, and meanes 
conducible unto higher ends, and ſoandno otherwile they are to 
be received and obeyed by the people : according to this is that 
of a late learned Father of our Church, Nov pat plus ſantti. 
14th uni diriinefſe quam alters, ſed ſcienduwm quod proper ordinens + 
preceptams Eccleſia aliaſg, canſas jupre mimeratas une die ways 
uaw alio convenimnys , ad bes +xercitias [antitatis. 
And againe, Non putendamy, fc. we are not 19 thinks that the 
Church of God is tyed by any neceſſity to the immutable 0b ſervation of " nas Aa 
theſe particular Feffivall axies :; Sed ftatuendum , ſaith be , dies boſee upon the 
humans authoritare conſtitutes eadem poſſe rolli > mutari, ſi wiilites ef Coloil c, 
neceſſitas Ecclefie id poſtulaverit nam omni res per quaſcung, : Canſas **". 16, 
naſcirur per e4/dew & [ol vitur: But it mae Be ſo fudge Tb the js dais FO 
which arg appointed by humane autherity may be aboliſhed , and altered 
by the [ame ; where the profit and neteſſity of the Church doth require it ; | ! 
for all things are &:ſſolved by the {ame cauſes whereby they ave eſtabli- TIF? 
fred: But then tt.1s ought to be done up0n good and true grounds, J, 
and by » power equall at leaſt to that that ha:h eftabliſh:d them, 
2+ There muſt be care takenthat there be a prudent moderg- ; 
tion uſed in the number ef ſuch daics, that nothing be impoſed o- | 
over burdenſome upon the people. . 
3+ That they be rightly 1imployed , not in Superſtitious wor- | 
ſhiping of Saints or, Angels, a$is in uſein the Church of Rome , ' 
nor yet in riot, intemperance, oraoy other ſinfullliberty,as bath | 
been the praiſe of too mary amongſt us , making little or no 0- | 
ther ule of ſuch times , but to give themſelves to idlenefle, looſe : 
n:ſle, and vanity ;anevill that bath not onely violated the boli- 
n«fle of theſe Feſtivals we ſpeak of, but alſo the Lords day, which | 
ſome bave turned into Sabbathamn Vitals awrei , into the Sabbath of x 
the Golden Calfe, of which it is (aid, Exod, 32. That The people ſate | ; k 
downe to cate and dr inky, and roſe up toplay. Others into Sabbarbum | 
B«ojurn (5 Aſinor umthe Sabbath of the Oxe and the xAſſe, ſpending it ; 
in caung and drinking , and doing nothing ; and 100 mary W 
Max0 
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"make little or no other difference betweene that and other dayes : 


But onely in putting on their batter cloathes , and giving them- 
leives to none , or el{: worſe 1mployment thenallthe reft of the 
weeke , 23 if bene veſtirs &- nibil agere, Tobe well attired , and to 
doe nothing were to celebrate the Chriſtian Sabbath, : 
And indeed it cannet be denyed, but as this hath been the ill lot 
that roo many have caſt upon the Lords day , and other Feſtivalls ; 
So it hath been tos too much the ſhare of the Solemnities appeyn- 
ted for the celebrating the Birth of oor Saviour, and the reſt of the 
Feſtivalls that the Church hath j»yned with it , which ioftead of 
being madedayes of prayſe and thankſgiving to God, and of the 
exerciſe of other holy , chriſtian, ard charitable daties with that 
{obriety that becomes Chriſtiens , have been made dayes of riot, 
and gaming, and wantonnelſe, and unlawfall liberty , as if men 
were tofacrificeto the Devill for theſe great and incomprehenſible 
mercies of God 2 A great and intollerable abuſe of ſuch bleed 
oppertunities,and ſuch as,(zlthough it doth not at al jaſtifie men in 
the abolition of them , but ſhould rather have ſet themuponthe 
Reformation of thoſe miſcarriages , and the reſtitution of ſuch 
timesunto the firſt and profitable inſtitution of them, That theſe 
evills and corruptiens being removed, the divine Solemnities,and 
Religious Daties might have been returned and advanced ftill 2 
mengſt us, to the comfort of the Church , ard the honour of the 
neme of God ) Yet they may juſtly provoke God to deprive us 
of the comfort of theſe joyfull Celebrities , which wee have ſo 
miſerably abuſed to hls diſhenour, and the hart of our ſelves, and 
of onr brethren : But theſe being the errours of particular men, 
they do not blemiſh the conſtitution of the Church in theſe things, 
which intendeth not ſuch times for ſuch evill purpoſes, but for the 
ſervice and honour of God, aud the edification of hispeople. And 
therefore as it maſt be the care of all good Chriſtians to ſeperate 
the abuſesinpratice « Seitis their part and duty toyecld a rea- 
dy obedience unto ſe profitable and wholeſome a conſtirution; 
and as in other Feftivalls, ſo inthis of the Nativity of Chrikt, &c. 
This being as it were the riſing of the Sunne of rigbteonſneſſe upex 
*: with healing in bus wings , and that whereon all the ſuccedent 
wotke of our redemption and ſalvation doth depend : Ard 
therefore as this deth in an eminent and ſpeciall —_— cha- 
erge 
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lenge our praiſes and ſolemne ſervices and acknowledgments unte 
God for ſo.great a mercy : Sothe Authority of the Church in ap- 

ynting a ſolemne.cime , for ſuch ſolemne ſervice doth ſerve an ho+ 
ly and Scripture end,very acceptable to God , and by ſuch a meanes, 
which hehimſclfe hath approved , and allowed the Church of God 
to make uſe off , and deth Juſtly require out obedience thereunto, 
which wee cannot withdray ordinarily, without making a breach in 
that Communion of Saints, which is both our comfort to enjoy, and 
our duty to tnaintajne, | 

And theſe grounds being thus layd , and well nnderſtaod , I hope 
may ſatisfie any peaceable minded Chriſtians , and arme them againſt 
ll materiall temptations that your Queries ( which you ſeeme to 
thinke ſuch Giants ) can offer againſt it ; and therefore 1 might well 
mough perhaps ſer a period *heete unto this preſent bufineſle' : Bur 
|| you ſhould chinke your ſelfe deſpiſed, or grow wiſe in your owne 
conceipt, and for your further correftion, and the more full ſatisfaRi- 


om of others , I offer you and them thisſhort anſwer unto yeur Que-. 


ties; and if you orany other ſhall thinke them.in-any thing wanting 
n that clearenefſe which yours , and ſome other mens apprehenſions 
my perhaps require ; I ſhall by Geds'grace þe;ready-it 1may-be at- 
bowed liberty to docit 2 Torenderall things out. of queſtion . and to 
xfolve all doubrs that may reſt behinde in a faire, calme; and Chriſti» 
ndiſputation, and diſcuffion of the point with you er any other that 
hall in-a ſober and ingenuous way defire to enter mrodifcourſe with 
nethereabout.” *;, ; Yr; 3th _- {fo 1 | 
In the mcane time take this briefe Reply nneo your Demands, 
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To your firſt Q- re, 


Whether ſach religious cnſftomes as ate binding t0.4ll the Chuv- 
tes ef 1eſws Chr'ft , ought not 10 have ſure footing wpon'the 
Nordof Ged or Apeſtolicall practice? . HW 

, Anſwer , That it is ground encugh for the eſtabliſhment. of Cuſt- 
emes in che Church, and to bind all Churches to the Chriſtian obſer» 
nticn thc reo?, ſo far as is required unto Church C vſtomes , and mat» 
trs of ordcr. &r. That ſuch Cuſtomes and Gbſcrvatiors beingin 
themſelves karmelefle z and conducible totkofſe ends which Gods 
word 
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word preſeribeth ,. are. ecrimhanded urito is by the Authority of thy 
Church Catholick ; and becauſe this Quzre is ſotſewhar too wide for 
the particular drift you aime at ; give mnt leave to take away aj] 
doubr, ts contra it a little by addingenl Cotolaty : Thatin fac 
wings the Authority of any particular Chrirch is fufficithe to hinge 
thoſe that are within the Verge of ic. The Exatnples of the Feaſt « 
Parim and of Dedication before mentioned will come in ſcaſsnably 
heers for the confirmation of this. | 


To your ſecond Quzrce. 


Whether you can ſubſtantially prove that Chriſt was borne on 
the 25 of D-cember And whit your profes ave ? 

Anſwer. That becauſe as wee have layd downe the defignation © 
this or that particular day is a thing in it ſelfe indifferent (though the 
day being knowne wherein ſuch mercies were performed may ſeeme 
more convenient then another. } The maine thing that wee reft upon 
beitig this: That God may be folemhely praiſed for ſo great a mercy 
and to this end, that that' day whar everit be , whichis ſet apart by 
the Church for that holy purpoſe be duely obſerved : Therefore al 
thongh there: is perhaps more to be ſayd heerih then you areaware of 
yet to make ſhort worke , and that they may be the exfilier fatisficd 

1 who are not able to examine Antiquities : 1 anſwer. thatir is nota 
all neceſfiry fot 'us ro prove ſibſtanrially char Chrift was borne ups 
the 25 of December ; it is ſufficient for us that the Authority of th 
Church kath appoynted that day to performe the duty of praiſt 
therefore unto God, neither doe wee ſo much depend upon that day 
but if upon geod reaſen an cquall Authority had deſigned any other 
it might be indifferent tous ; To thar God may have kis henour in th 
folemnration of his great merctcs , whether in this moneth , or that 
moneth , on this day , or thatday , is of ſmall concernment, bur i 
poynt of order, peace, unifbrmi , and obedience 3 todote uportthu 
or thit day otherwiſe were ſuperttitious. 


To your third Quzte. 


Whether the celtbr ation of that day (grant be was borne on ii 
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ran be elearely warranted by you from Seripture © And what 
Jeur Seriptures are ? 


ſuch Anſwer, Its anſwered already in the Reply made ro the two fer- 
inde WY mer, where you have beene ſhewed , that it isneither neceffary to be 
ſt © proved that Chriſt was berne upon that day, nor yer that there need 


any particular Scripture warrant for the obſervation of fuch dayes, 
pore then is exprefled in. the anſwer to the firſt, and the grounds thar 
arc layd before you, and ſo much ashitbeen ſhewed wee have abun- 
dantly for this day. Viz. That the Church hath power to appoynt a 
day for fo holy and excellent an end preſcribed in Scripture , a 
warranted unro us by the practice of a Quire of Angells , of Simeer 
and vAnns, Zachary and Eitzabetb, in the Divine Story. 


To your fourth Qu#:ce. 


Whether you cax cleare it by ſound conſequence from the Netw 
Teſtament , though not ſet downe there 10 tocidem verbis ? 


Anſwer, That which hath been ſayd may ſaffice , in that the cele- 
bratjzon of this day is appoynted by ſufficient Authority , for thoſe 
ends which are commanded m the New Teftament, as isthe rendring 
praiſe to God for ſogreat a bleſſing ef the New Teſtament , and is a 
meanes allowed by God for fuch purpoſe , and conducible thereunts, 
25 hath been ſhewed in the graunds. 


To the fifth Qr"zre. 
Whither you 6x9 due it by univerſal iraxition ? 


. fufmer , That it is well knowne that the obſervation of this day 
hath been very Ancient , and doth appeare tobe of univerſall recep- 
tion ; a$( if leaſare and opportunity would permit ; might be mani» 

tefted more abundantly, but for the preſent it may ſuffice to ſer down 

that notable reftimony of St. {ypries, a very Ancient Father , in his 
booke 'ds Nativitate ( brifts im initio. Adeft ({aith he , ſpeaking of 
this Feſtivall of the Nativity of Chriſt z Chriſti mulrum defbderata 4 
2 * 
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din expellata Nativitas, adeſt Solemnitas inclita, & in preſentia [aL 
watery, grates, Cf landes, Viſitatori (no per orbem terrarum $4au{t, 
reddit Eccleſia. T bere # now preſent the much deſired, and long expeted 
. Nativity.of Chriſt. , now-t« preſent that famons Solewnity or Fiſtivay, 
and the boly C burch throwghoxt. all the World doth render thankes and 
praiſes to ber vifiter in the proſence of our Saviour ; and though it be 
ſufficient to binde us-; that. ſo wholeſome cuſtome is enjoyned by 

Authenticall Authority. in this, Church and Natiop ; yet this and other 
teſtimonies that might be hro"she of the Antiquity and univerſality 
thereof, doe mych ſtrengrhen the obligation that lyes upen us, for the 
Religious obſervation thereof. Es 


To your fixt Quace. 


Whether ( in caſe it can be evidenced by nont of theſe , v'z 
plame Text , ſelltd Inference , un:veoſall Trad tion ) it be not 4 
meere humane invention, and ſo Will worſhip © And how you 
will one day acquit your} elyes before God, for placing, and crying 
up mens Inventions , mnſtead of the inſtitutions of Ieſus Chriſt ? 
And nhiuher it were not f ithfull dealing with poore ſimple people 
28 :ell them that yos have neither of theſe to waxyrant it ? 


- Fanſwer, it i$ already avoyded; and needeth no further Reply but 
this-; firſty chat you have heentaughe if you canlearne that wee have 
inference enough to ſatisfhe men that will be: content with evidence, 
and wiſh you would attempt nothing in the Church , but what you 
conld pleade halfe ſo much for : Secondly , that the obſervation of 
theſe parcicular dayes isnot enjoyned by the Church , or uſed by us, 
aSary ſubſtanciall part of \vorſhip, huc as a circumſtance of -worthip, 
and !o can be no will-worſhip, no more then your appoynting this or 
that, parcicular houre for preaching , and prayer upon a Lecture day, 
or the 3ppoynting of dayes of thankſgiving for ViRtories, for tempo- 
rall deliverances, or of, Pnvlique Faſts by kumnane Authority ( which 
25 to the deſienarinn of the particular rimes.are unqueſtionably of 
human inventio:; ) are therefore to be accounted will-worſhip ; un- 
If you will nave the will-worſhip tolye in this ; that theſe days 
wee ſpeake off are appoyated by godd and full Authority , = = 
r 


* 


SA 

Chriſt is remembred therein; —_ Tintreate you to confider how 
you will one day acquir your felfe before God, for ſlandering and cvy-= 
ing downe the wholeſome orders and conſtitations of the Church , to 
bring indiviſion, confuſion, and prophanation z and whether it were 
not faithfull dealing with thoſe poore ſimple people,that you or others 
have ſeduced into ſeditious and taRious courſes , and murmurings a- 
gainſt Government and Order , to tell them that you underſtoed not 
things your ſelves , nor have taught them in the wayes of peace and 
righteouſneſle, as you ſhould have done. 


To your ſcaventh Q 'zce. 


( Since dyes and times commanded by God bimelfe to be ob- 
ſerved under the Law, were and are wnlawfull under the Goſpel) 
Whether dayes 1nd times commanged by men , and not by God, 
under the Goſpel, are not leſſe lawful. 


Anſ. Thoſe daies and times that were commanded by God him- 
{{lfe ts be obſerved under the Law , were appointed by him for that 
time, as types and fignres of the things of Chriſt , as Saint Paz! will 
inſtru you Colofſ. 3. 16. 17. and inregard of that typicall uſe , and 
the Legall neceſſity thereof are vaniſhed ar the comming of Chriſt, 
- Which is the body and ſubſtance of thoſe {ſhaddowes ; and therefore 
though they be ſo far become unlawfull , it will by no meanes. infer 
that.cherefore thoſe daics and times which are commanded by men 
with ſufficient warrant from God under the Goſpell as conducible 
meanes unto Goſpell-ends , and for the ſolemnizing of the glory of 
God for Goſpell bleſſings, ſhould be concluded unlawfull, ftnce the 
aforeſaid reafen of the Polition of thoſe things of the-Law, isno 
way appliable unto the Feſtivals , or other wholſome conſtitutions 
in the time of the Goſpeil, which are neither injoyned as typcs, nor 
aS things neceflary to ſalvation , but as matters of order, and circum- 
ſtantiall-meanes for the promotion of other ſubſtanriall duties, not 
oppoſing, bur aſſerting and magnifying the great bleſſings thac God 
hath revealed, and imparted untous in, and by, the Meffias nory come. 
But for your further inftrution, Idefire you to take notice, that in 
the Fealls of the Jewes , as there was ſomething Ceremoniall, ſo there 
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a) 
- was ſomething Motrall : that they were of unalterable neceſſity re- 


Arained co ſuch and fach particular times , that they were to be cele- 
brated with ſuch and ſuch particular Ceremonies , and were therein 
types and figures of the things of Chrift, and the time of the Goſpell , 
and that by the indiſpencible obligation of thedivine praccept; im theſe 
and ſuch like conſiderations , they were Ceremonial and te , 
belonging unto that Sare of the-Jewiſh Chareh ; But if rhey be conli- 
dered as they were Certaine ſolemne and convericnt times fet- apart 
for the publique worſhip of God , and for the more ſoletane teſt1tica- 
tion of their thankfulnefle unto him , for thoſe great bleſſings and de- 
liverances that they received from him ; This was, as a learned Aus 
thour tells us, werale, &* naturale, Of cur ceteris owmibus gentibus 
Commune, it was morall and natural, and commes With them wuro #they 
»4tionr. Now though that which is typicall and ceremoniall be abo« 
liſhed as 2 ſhadow by the comming of the ſubſtance , yer-that which 
is tnbrall and nacurall remaynerh ; it is {till noc only lawfall, but pious 
for the Jewes to ſet apart ſome times to prayſe God for their delive- 
rance out of Agypt , and for thoſe other bleſſings which that Church 
received from him , and fo that the typicall and properly legall uſe, to- 
gerher with the indiſpenſable neceſſity of choſe particalar times and 
ceremonies be caft away , it were no 1Mmpicty in them, as matters of 
order, ts make uſe of ſorme or mote of the ſame times which they for- 
merly obſerved for this morall purpoſe. Yea we find St Paul Acts 18: 
2T, and 20. 16. _ and indeayouring to keepe one of thoſe Jews 
iſh feaſts at Jetuſalerh, Tong after the aſcenſion of Chriſt. and the abo- 
licion of the ceretmoniall part of the Jewiſh Lavy , and to take advan- 
rage of that folertmiry to glorifie God amongſt then. And if all this 
will not fave you from a wonder , I intreat you to conſider that the 
effeRt of the abolition of the Ceremoniall Law, was the taking away 


_ of the l&fall neceſfity and the rypicall uſe of them, not the rendering 


of the matrer of rhoſe Ceremonies unlawfall ; and for your better ſa- 
tisfacioh-in this point, Trefer you to a Treatiſe of mine lately ſer forth, 
called , The ſighs of the Church and ( omezon Wealth of England , 
ag» 3 12. 313 &c. whiere I hope you will find this matter abundantly 
cleared. And now the foundation of yeurſeventh Quzre being thus 
ſearched and found to be of ſe fandy a conſtitution , we need not trou» 


* ble onr ſelves any more about the Quzre it ſelfe : bur to tell you inthe 


words of a Reverend Divine , Bwicquid nennelli contra afferre _ 
P! 


mr 
paſs, reſurreiionl, aſcenfionts, wiſſions Spiritns Santti, quorum. 
onda Mu orian ſoleunitetibn; conflituti conſecranons, ne volumi.. 
we tempornm ingrata ſurreperet nebs oblivis, utloquitur Aug. de Ci- 
vit- Dei. lib. 10. Cc. 4+ Whar/erver ſome are wont to bring to the eontre- 

, 5t was pionſly and prdently provided of the ancient Fatbert, That 
- + ſhould be anniverſary or yearely celebrations of thoſe great benefits, 
of the incarnation of the [onne of God, of bus paſſion, reſurrettion, a[cen(5.. 
91, and of the ſending of the Holy Ghoſt , the memorialts of all which , we 


conſecrate by apprinted [olemmities, leſt, as S, Aug. ſpeaketh by the courſe E 


of the times an unthantful forgerfulnes theref ſhonld teale npon nr. And 
the ſame learned Anthour will ſhew you that we are invited heerunto 
by che obligation of gratitude that we owe unto God, as publique be- 
nefits are to be publiquely acknowledged , and to be celebrated with 
| __- thankſgiving: which cannot commodiouſly be done, ualefſe 
they that have the rule of the Church and Common wealth , doe ap- 
point ſet dayes for the people ro come together to that purpoſe. Joel, 
2, I To 
That we are incouraged heereunto by the peoples benefit which 
they may reape heereby in being upon ſuch occaſions made acquain- 
ted with the chiefe mylterics of ſalvation, which whether they ſhalbe 
mftraRed in, or no, is a matter of too great concernment, to be left ro 
che difcretion of every _ Miniſter ; and therefore the Church 
hath thought fir to call upon them for it by theſe Feſtivals, And I 
pray God the attempts of the abolition of theſe memorialls, be nor the 
drifts of ſome ſecret plot of Sathan , te make way for the ſtealing of 
Chriſtianity oat of this Nation : if we conſider the motions of ſome 
other engines of his , rogether with this in theſe times, 1 doube wee 
may find bur too ch cauſe to ſuſpeR it , and cauſe enough for all 
good people to deſire to prevent it, by being unwilling to part with a- 
ny the leaſt lawfull meanes,that may ſerve to keep up the memory and 
xapreſſions of Chrift, and his wonderfull mercies inour hearts. 

He will ſhew you alſo, as I have done , how this praQtife is confir- 
med untous by the examples of the godly people in the Scripture, 
who have sppointed ſer and yearly dayes for ſuch purpoſes , beſides 
thoſe that were commanded exprefly and particularly by God him- 
ſelfe. And I can adde that the ſame is yet further confirmed unto ns, 
' by the judgement and praftice of holy men in the Chriſtian Church, 

not only of the Ancients, but of many famous mederne Proteſtant Di- 
Aines; 
| 


F 


£48) 
privientey profÞeltum off 4b Antiqua: patribus, ut ainiverſariz lu) 
in Ecclefa celebrarentur ingentia ita beneficia incarnations filis Des, | 


» : vines. As Melanfthon, Hemingins, Seultetus , 6. all which being 
pur into the ſame ſcale with che Anthority of the Chureh of Eng- 
land, and the Law, which hath yer feund no Authority equall unto it, 
to diffolve che Aft thereof in this kinde , will I doubt not weigh 
downe all the ſeeming reaſons or divinity upen which you have 
grounded your Queries + + © 


- To your eighth Qcwce, 


Whether the trut and gennine Interpr: titionof Chriſtmas 
be Ch:iſt man Ard wherber to per ſwade people *1a5 ſo', be nat 
10 abuſe 1nd delade them 2 Andwhether we may not 4 well inter- 
pret Candl:mas Cancleman , Mich:e;mys Michae'man , &s 
Chriſtmas Chriſtman 2 Ms 


Anſwer, That this is a queſtion ſo childiſh of ſo vaine importance, 
and ſo of no concernement at all to the buſinefſe propounded : That I 
might be excuſed if 1 ſhould fay no more , buteither to wiſh you 
more wiſdome and ſobriety in the things of God and his Church , ov 
if you know any that is guilty of making ſo fooliſh a deſcant upon 
that name of {brifmas as your Quzre preſents, to leave you to him 
for a Reply ; neither the Church of England nor I are bound to ju» 
ſtifie the follies of particular men : Burleaſt your inſinuated quarrell 
at the name'of Chriftmas , ſhould meete with ary ſuck weake judge- 
ments, as to produce any ſcruple (premiting this, that rheſe are things 
that neither the Church of England, nor I conceive ary diſcreet childe 
thereof will ſtand upon any further then they ſerve to make us under- 
ſtand one another , and I wifh all quarrelsabour names were ſo at an 
end amongſt us) 1-ſay yer farther , ' that the interpretation of learned 
Biſhop «Andrew-#might have becne better taought on by you , then 
that fond 6ne you have mentioned ., reducing Chriſt mas ro Chrifts 
miſſa, and taking mifſe for mifſio '; ſo thar it may preſent the impor- 
rance of the Feaft. Yis. The ſending of Chrift into the world, or if 
this be liable ro ſome 'exceprion ; yet it cannot be denyed bur the 
word Maſſe ,- however it hath been corrupted in latter times, us from 
miſe, andI believe you may finde that the word m-fſs hath been of 
good uſe in the Church, and derived from a good and laudable cuſtome 


of 


(x7) 
of diſmiſſing the. Catechumens before the Communion in the Primi. 
tive times, and may import as amch as the Office , or Communicn of 
the fairhfull , and then Chriſts-maſſe may ſound as much as the Office 
or Communion of the faithfull upon Chriſts day , or in the praiſe of 
Chriſt, or in memoriall of him ; or if you areloath to admit of this 
in juſtification of the word miſſs , Iintreate you yet to allow thus 
" mach : That however evill the word js in the uſe of the Church of 
Rome , yet ſince you knew it hath no ſuch evill importance in the 
ſenſe of the Church of England { and it is not unlawfull to reforme 
the abnſe of words as well as things ) there can be no harme in the 
uſe of that title for diſtintion, no more then it was for St. Lake ini the 
17. of the AQs v- 22. to comply fo far with cuſtome as to call the ſtreet 


in Achensby the name of Mar: his ſtreet , although Mars were mn, 
Heathen Idol, or tocall Diexyſius by the tidle of the <Areopagite v,”” 


34+ I adviſe you therefore to take the Counſell of St. Paw! hereafter, 
tor your owne good and the queer of others, and the Church, thar in- 
ſtead of being ſuch a one as he condemneth , 1. Tims. 6.4.5. ſick of a 
ſpirituall ryMpany, and 1009 y afex\ Cnniors x; Aoyuayas, tf av jirems 
efor©r, fog, Paactu pic , Varvoum mirneend , wpaNaruCa) Jp Snowy 
ea mw? TI 131, x) decent wy Tas dAndvias, doating or madding 4» 
bout queſtions and ftrife of words, whereof commeth envy, firife, railings, 
evil [urmiſings, froward diſputations of men of corrupt mindes , and de» 
fritmte of the truth ; you would become ſuch as he adviſeeh , 2+ Tims 
14-23. That you ſtrive not about words , which is ts no profit , but to 
the perverting of the hearers ; and that you would put away fooliſh and 
- wnlearned queſtions, knowing that they engender ſtrife. 


To your ninth Quzre. 


Whether the Saints are bound to rejoyce in the Birth of Chrift 
on that day men ſuperſttieuſly call Chriſtmas , more then at 8- 
ther times * And whether the Lords day be not (| the | day ap- 
poymed for them to rejoyce on ? 


Anſ. Ieaving your imputation that you lay of ſuperſtition upon 
the name of Cbreffmas to the corretion of that which hath been alrea- 


dy ſayd unto the Quare next before. lenken, that though Chriſtians 
| are 
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are bound at all times to rejoyce in the birth of Chrift, whichis ſug. 
cient tocondemne the boldnefſe of thoſe that forbid men upon any 
time or day to do it by that rule of the Apoſtle , Philipp. 4.4- Rejoice 
in the Lord alway, and againe I ſay rejoyce ; yet to kelpe our infirmi- 
tics, and toſtir up our backwardnefle , and ro make for the greater 
cheerfulneſſe and ſolemnity of this Joy , the Church hath done well 
and piouf]yto appoint ſome ſpeciall times to call ns together to re- 
joyce in the great mercies of God , and in that regard it is more eſpe- 
cially required of all her Children to dojt at ſuch times then at other 
times, and the f:u'r is the greater ro omit it then , in as much as to 
the neglc& of the univerſall duty is 2dded the (inne of diſobedience 2- 
gainſt the wholeſome orders of the Church, and adiviſion therein of 
our ſelves from the Body, aid a denyall of that concurrence and aſſiſt. 
ance that wee onght to give in the communion and fellowſhip of 
Gods people in thoſe things which are publickly performed for the 
celebration of the praiſe and worſhip of Gad , :and for the adyance- 
ment of divine comforts in the Congregations. And though it be 
true that the Lords day 1s a day wherein they onghe to. reJoyce,which 

yet a$ to the particular = 4 is but an holy circumſtance ,and a matter 

of order, though cftabliſhedby great Authority , notwithſtanding it 

16. not. (the) day in ſuch a ſence, as your parentheſis would perhaps in- 

Inuate, as to exclude all other dayes from the buſinefle of ſolemne re- 
joycing in Gods mercies ; for how then will the fifth of November, 
and the dayes of Thankſgiving, that have beene of Jate appoynted,be 

juſtified-2-ard therefore your queſtion makes nothing agamſt our con- 
cluſion ; for though that day be tobe obſerved fora day of joy in 

God, it doth not forbid others to be ſocmployed, 


To the tenth Q-X:e. 


Whether Chriſtmas day ought in any reſpeit to be efleemed 

| above :norher of the Weeke dayes * And whether people may 

29; without offence 10 God foilow their lawfull vocations on that 
aa) © 


Anſwer, Tnitſclfenoday is neceſſarily tobe eſteemed better then 
anorhe ; for as the Apolile tells us, ## that eftremerh ak dajes alikg doth 
| En A Tl 


vl 
£4 | 
it 20 the Lord, But in the uſe of ir, aga matterof order, and as iti ; Ft 
dedicated by alawfull power in the Church, in a more eſpeciall man» | 
ner then-the reſt,in reſpeR of obedience, order, and compliance wich 
thoſe ſacred ends for which they are ſo deſigned, Chriſtinas day, and 
other Fcſtivalls of the Church ought to be eſteemed above another 
diy : For it 1s the dury of Chriſtians to comply with one another, 
and to obey Authority in thoſe things that are profitable and condu- 
cible to holy and good purpoles : And therefore it will follow, chat 
without neceflicy,for people ro depart from this Rnle , and rodoe it | 
with contempt of Authority , and to the diſcouragement and hinde- (HF 
rance of ſuch holy ends and duties, by following their ordinary vos 14 
cations whicharelawtfull at other times, is a breach of good order, a i l 
violaticn of unity, an hinderance to piety, and the holy Solemnity of ,, 
ſuch times, as well as to doe it upon a day of Faſting or Humiliation, /# 


inſtituted by humane Authoricy : and cannot be fo done without an } , 
offence to God! i | 


To ycur cleaventh Q:'2:e, 


Whether you thinke the P:rliament and 4 (ſembly have erred 
and played the fooles tim condemning and 7 iſing out Holy dayes 7 
not w rrantedin the Word ? And whether #9 obſerve them , be : 
not highly 19d. fl. ke and flatly to contradict ( in poyut of prattice | 
at leaſt) ther pr eceedings tmorder to a Reformation * | - 


«Anſwer. T doubt not to ſay that they haveerred in divers reſpeds: 
Firſt, in making unneceſſary changes ju the Church , which ought not | 
to be done, but uponurgent cauſcs ; but doth diſcover in chem'thar M45 
doe it a love unto change, which the wiſe man condemneth, Prove 24. 
21, and is ordinarily of &vill'cohſequence tothe Church, as wee finde 
by too lamentable experience ; for whilſt che people like thoſe char . 
are ſick of a Feavet have thought good mwtationibus pro remedics wth, 
totake ſuchkindeof changes for'medicines, their remedies have pro» #1; 
ved therr greateſt diſcaſes; and now wee ſee how fick they are grown ay 
of cheir Phyfitians, and how fick the Phyſitians are of their owne ad- 
miniſtrations : Secondly , they have erred ingoing about to aboliſh 

lo harraclefſe and uſcfull a meancs of N—_—— of Gods glory, 
2 an 
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and of the edification of the people : Thirdly, in undertaking todif- 
ſolve ſo laudable cuſtomes , and ſo univerſally and anciently received, 
and eſtabliſhed by full power of the State and Church, either without 
any Authority thereunto or by a power inferiour unto that, whereby 
they were conſtituted : Fourchly, in doing thoſe things without any 
admiſſion of thoſe that are contrary minded to be heard, orany faire 
diſcuſſion or debate of thoſe differences that are in mens judgements 
thereabout : and therefore their proceedings thereinare , and may be 
juſtly diſliked and contradied borh by declaration and praRice,with- 
our lying open to uy {ach charge as you mention of oppoſing procee- 
dings in order to Reformation, properly ſo called ; ſuch undertakings 
with the reſt that are like them, being rather in order ro a deformati- 
on. But whetber in this they have playd the fooles, or no, I leave that 
to youto determine» 


To your twelfth Quz.e. 


Phether ( ſince moſt men and women in England doe blindely 
avd ſuper itaienfly beleeve Chriſt was borne that day ) preaching 
6n it, doth not now!ſh and ſtrengthen them in that beliefe 2 


Aiſm. Although it be admitted tobe a matter of ſome uncertainty 
whether our Saviour were borne apon that day , orno, yet ( it being 
not materiall unto the lawfulneſſe and wholſomneſſe of the obſerva- 
tion of the ſolemnity, as hath beene declared ) if it bee an error in the 
people toapprehend ſo, yer itis an harmeleſſe one, and without the 
danger of ſuperſtition, which yer Preaching upon that day doeth ney- 
ther neceſlarily nouriſh nor ſtrengthen in them. I ſhall not deny but 
there hatch beene ſome diff.rence im Antiquity concerning the very 
day upon which Chriſt was botne; but Ho Simian, who was no friend 
wato the Church in theſe things, confeſſeth , That from the molt anci- 
ent times, it was celebrated on the 25, of Decewher ; which hee proo- 
veth out of Theophytur , a very ancient Biſhop of Ceſares Pahſtixe, 
wholivedaV one the time of Commodys and Severxs the Emperours. 
The Arguments that are brought againſt the reception of this day, for 
the very day of our Saviours Birth , from the impoſition of the Taxe 
of the Romane Emperour, and from the ſhepheards watching - their 


cepe 


(2+) 
(heepe by night, are not atall concuſent; but of weake importance , 
to overthrow ſo ancient and received an opinion in the Church : 


Though that time might be leſſe convenient for people to travell into / 


their owne Conntries, as was required un that impoſition of Anguſins, 
yet it is no ſtrange thing in Magiſtrates , and thoſe both prudent and 
pious , topaſle through ſuch {mall and private inconveniences for the 
obtaining ſupplies of publique neceflicics ; it would be a very weake 
argument , if any ſhould heereafter undertake to prove this unhappy 
Parliament began not in November , becauſe that Moneth is uſually 
none of the beſt ſeaſons to travell from the ſeveral! parts of this 
Kingdome to Londos in. And though ſheepe are tender creatures, 
yet that ſcaſon isnot of, the ſame bitternefle in all Climates , and if I 
miſtake not, as tender as they are, they are even in this Northerne and 
cold Climate folded ſometimes without dores in the winter : if the 
differenee about this point be ſuch thatno cerraine refolntion can bee 
found, it is lawfull for the Church to make choice of ſuch a day for the 
purpoſe of this ſolemnity, asappearesmoſt convenient. And what 
day more convenient, then that which as it is confeſled to have beene 
moſt anciently received , fois commended too by the univerſality of 
the praiſe and conſent at leaſt of all the Weſterne Churches therein ? 
and if God be ſerved and prayſed by us in ſuch holy and ſolemne ma- 
ner as iS due for'ſo great a mercy , upon that day which the Church 
hath injoyned, it will be, no doubt, as acceptable to God, as if it were 
done upon ſome other day of your choyce, whether it be the very day 
of Chriſts birthor no : and I hope you doe thinke it fit,that ſome day 
or other may bee imployed in ſo good a bnſinefſe. The onely queſtion 
then will remaine, whether the Church and Magiſtrate, or you bee fit- 
xcr to chooſe, which is not worth the diſcuſſing, 


To the thirteenth Quzce. 


Whether this Feaſt b1d uot its viſe and growth from Chrifti- 
ans conformity 18 the mad Feaſts Suturnalia (kept is December 
$0 Saturne the Father of Gods) in which there was « Sheafe of 
fered 19 Ceres Goddeſſeof Corne , 4 hymne in ber praiſe called 
xo rn 2 And whether thoſe Chriſtians by name, 19 cloake 

E 3 #, 


T_T WR => om ine non e—_—_— Oo _ _- —_— = — 
— mn —— I > > ————  _——— 


(5) . 
it, did-uot afterwards call it Yule ; and Chiiſtmas (a thragh 
it were for Chriſts honour * ) . 4nd whether it be nos yet by ſome 
( more ancient then tratly or knowingly religions ) called Yule, 

 analthe mad playes (wherewith 'tis celebrated, like thoſe Sarurna- 
lia) Yule gemes 2 And whether from the offerrmg of that Sheafe 
to Cetes 3 from that ſong in ber praiſe + from theſe gifts the 
Heathens gave their friends uw the Calends of Taruaty , ominis: 
giatia: d:d not ari{tor ſpring ow blazes, Chriſtma:  iriles, 
and New. yeates gifts ? 2 | 


eAnſw. That the originall and growth of (o pious and holy 4 pra- 
Aſc .in the Chriſtian Church, (ſhould be allowed no other root bnt a 
ſuppaſed conformity of Chriſtians to the madde feaſts of Satwrxalia, 
when there are ſo. many better and clearer fottntaines ro derive this 
from,in the order that it hath unto Seripttirgtnd and duties, co Goſpel 
and Chriſtian performances, and in the warrant thar it hath from Scri- 
peure examples in like matters,isan arguinent of ſome want of charity 
in thoſe that-goe abourto infett men with ſtrth perſtyafions. Charity 
engagethus to,judge the beſt even of the-aRions of private men,much 
more of the publike' conſtitutions and- obfervations of the Church ; 
whatever abuts have beene bronghe in by wicked and looſe men to 
corrupt and-depraye theſe wholeſome ordinances, (which we approve 
not.nor will-undertake to juftifie) There is no conformity nor com- 
pliance at all, berweene the holy ayines and intentions of rhe Church 
of God, in theappointment of this or other feſtivalls , and the fran- 
. ticks, looſe, and impious manage of the Satwrnalia among the Hea- 
thens. Theſe are appointed/by the Church to bee dayes of piety and 
ſobriety, of prayſe unto God for his great mercies, of ſpirituall joy in 
his divine comforts and holy delight&yin-our Chriſtian ſocieties, of ho- 
ſpitality and mutuall offices of Chriftian love one to another, which 
are the true.and proper employments of holy fcftivalls } * commended 
and warranted unto us by;rhe word of God. If any -pra&iſes have 
crept in (as there have zoo many,) tothe depravation of theſe times, 
and diſappointment of thoſe ends for which they were inſtituted, by 
riot and looſenes, or ſach rude cariages and demeanours which may be 
too-truly ſorted with the Heatheniſh Sarwrualia, they have been an- 
ciently reproved , as Hoſpinian will informe you by that which hee 
hath 


hath cited ont of that famous oP. of Gregory Nazianzem upon 
the Nativity of Chriſt : And he will tsll you a Stoty too it you 
will beleeve it of ence Otherws and ſome others to the number of 
15. who being reproved by Repertss a Prieſt for prophaning that 
night of our Lords Nativity , by light and laſcivions dancing and 
ſinging, and required from him, t ab hujuſmodi levitate in note tans 
ſanta deſfterent: That they wonld deſiſt from ſuch lenity in ſo holy 
a night, when they would not yeeld unto this wholeſome advice, 
Bur perſiſted inthe yaive <xerciſes they were about , upen the 
prayer of Raperizs that they might continue dancing ſo all the 
yeare long, They did f@ continue night apd day for the ſpace of a 
whole ycare : and he Cites Trithemins in chros, Hirſang. tor the 
Aurbour of this Story; whichif it be traedoth not at all oppoſe, 
bat confirme theſe copltitution3of the Church, a3 the/jadgements 
of God ſent upon thoſe that are the prophaners of the Lords day, 
are brought to jaſtifie the obſervativa thereof; it doth indeede dit 
allow the abuſes thereof, which as they were anciently condem- 
ned , ſo wee condemnechem til], being contrary,:1$to the right e- 
ous commands of God, .fo- to the wheleſome inftitations of the 
Church - 1 earneſtly exhtore all Chriſtians carefully to avoy& all 
ſuch courſes and mifcarriges , and tofanttific this and other ſuch 
like Feſtivallsunte Go in holy and Chriftian duties as they ought, 
and tha Church enjoynes , lelt they anſwer the contrary dezrely 
unto Ged, as well for the enormity of their vitions carriages , 'as 
for the proptanation and ſcandall that they thereby briog upon 
theſe profitable Orders of the Church, and their ſacrilegions rob- 
bing of God of ſuch times which are conſecrated to his Divine 
Worſhip , That they may employ them inthe ſervice of the De- 
yill : Butin the meane time I cannet but worder at the Rrange 
diſpenſations of theſe times, wherein for ought appeares , there is 
more ſtrines uſed againſt the preaching of the word of God,und 
holy exerciſes upon theſs dayes, then againſt any of the foreſayd 
abuſes avd miſcarizges. Wee have heard of the perſecution and 
impriſonment of Miniſters for attempting to preach the Word of 
God. upon the feſtivall of Chrifts Nativity, and of (tri and forci» 
ble rokibition thereof ; but whother there hath beene balfe ſo 
much ſtri&oeſſe againſt 1 ior, or ligktnefſe, or vanity, at ſuck tices, 
let it be conſidered ; and ſurely tuch dealiog is no good —_— 
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of a Refoemation. They that do ſo, winnow not with Gads reve, 
but the D.vels , (ſhaking out the wheat, and retayoing the chaffe ; 
they are no good Phylitiars , that purge out the good and whole. 
ſome humours, and leave theſe that are corrupt and ditempered 
behind, nor is this the way to procure hexlth uate the body. In the 
name of God if they meane to reforme, as they talke, let them di- 
ſtinguiſh betweene good and evill, betweene heal'bfull and pre. 
fitable inſtitutions, and pernicious and abuſive depravations, and 
let theſe be xemoved, and thoſe eftabliſh-d« if it doth appeare that 
the time of this Feftivall doth comply with the time uf rhe Hea- 
thens Satwrnalie, This leaves no charge of impicty upon 1t ; for 
ſince things are beſt-cured by their contraries + It was buth wiſe- 
dome and piety in the ancient Chriftiars, ( whoſe work it was to 
convert the Heathens from ſuch as well zs other ſuperſtiiions and 
eiſcarriages) To vindicate ſuch *imes from that ſervice of the 
Devill , by «ppoynting thew to the more ſolemne and eſpecial] ſer- 
vice of God and torecall people from that praiſe of wickednefle 
by calling them unto the praQtiſe of true holinefle thereupon. As 
for that you adde about your 7»/e-games, it is not materiall, after 
that which bath beene {ayd, and therefore for brevity fake 1 paſſe 
it over. The Blazes are foeliſh and yaine, and not countenanced 
by the Church. Ctriftmaſle Kariles if they be ſuch as are fit for the 
time, and of holy and ſober compoſares , and uſed with Chriftian 
ſobriety and piety, they are not unlawfull, and may be proficable, 
if they-be ſung with grace 1o the heart. New yeares gifts, if per- 


' formed without ſuperſtitien ( »nd you muſt bave ground ere you 


may charge them with it)may be harmles prevecations to Chriſtian 
leve, and mutuall teſtimonies thereof to good purpoſe , and never 
the worſe, becauſe the Heathens bave them at the like times, The 
Heathers uſe to eate at noone, and ſodoe wee , if it be barme- 
lefle to Joyne with them in boures deſigned for aRts of naruic ; 
why not in dayes defigned by us for a&s of love and mutual af- 
feRion ; if thoſe dayes and their practice thereupon be tainted 
With ſuperſtition , it will not follow chat ours muſt needes be ſs, 
er iS it not lawfull for us to employ thoſe dayes well , beceuſe 
they doe ill ? But this is ne Religions but a Civill matter , and 


' therefore not requiſite toſtand much upen it ; no great matter 


whether that cuſftogie be held upor no , and yet there is no need 
in 


—_ 


in ſuch times as the{e to diſcourzge and forbid as of love and 
mu: ual] xindenefle. This Age is not lick of any ſuperfluities in this 
kinde in the general, and therefore no great azede of paylick for 
ſuch diſcaſes : Trouble n>t your ſeife therefore any azore avout 
this matter; if you diſlike New-yeares gifts, I would edviſe your 
Pariſhioners not to trouble your conſcience with them , and all 
will be well. 


To your fouttecnth Quzre, 


Whether conformity to, andret-*tion of Heatheniſh Cuſtomes 
be commendable in Chriſtians , ſurable or agreeable with Goſpel 
Principles , though under pretext of Chriſts Honour and Wor- 


Jhppe * 


Auſwtr, Youſeeme tome to be ignorant , and have taken up 
opinions at to? caſiearate ; give me leave therefore to informe 
youa little : All Cuſtomeg are not Heatheniſh that are obſerved 
among H:athens ; it is a cultome with Heathens to kneele at 
prayer , yetthis is no Heatheniſh caftome ; itis a cuſtome with 
Heataerstoinfituie publique Faſts , and dayes of Humiliation 
in times of danger and calamity , will you ſay therefore that 
Chriſtians are Heatheniſh, or comply with Heatheniſh cuſtomes 
io doing the like ? Or if wee may joyne with them in appeyn- 
ting dayes of faſting , why not as well in appoynting deyes of 
fealting , a5 long as wee joyne not with them in ſuperſtition a« 
bout either ? Wee muſt not deny Chriſt 6ecauſe the De vills con- 
fefled him. It is no good Chriſtianity 11 the people of this Age 
te hate their brethren , becauſe the Publicans are friendly unto 
theirs, Afath.5. 47. Wee are not ſure bound to prophane all 
times that the Hea! lens have ſuperſtitiouſly conſecrated, if wee 
are,] doubt you w:ll ſcarce have balfe an heure in the day or night 
left you for your devotions : Wee may Joyne with Heathensor 
any in thoſe chings, that are good and wholefom. Heatheniſh 


cuſtomes cannot be g10d, but many cuſtomes of Herthens may : 4 


They hare learnt, it 1s probable _ pratiſes of Religion _ p 
t 


Fl 


the people of God ,, and have corrupted the Coppies that they 
have taken from' the Originalls, it isnot necefſary therefore for 
Gods people to caft away the Originalls which are pure and 
good. Heatheniſh cuſtomes are ſuck as ſtand oppoſite to the 
doArine of Chnift and the Goſpel : The Religious ob{ktvation 
of theſe Feſtivalls makes for both ; to »ppoynt and obſerve a day 
bolyly and religiouſly for the ſolemne praiſe of God for Chriſt, 
and Goſpel meicics , cannot be ſayd to be agaiolt Chriſt or the 
Goſpel ; fince the former is honoured , and the latter preached 
and publiſhed by this meanes : This therefore is no Heatheriſh 
cuſtome ; taka you heed of complying with an Heatbentſh de- 
figne of aboliſhing the memory of Chriſt and Chriſtianity from 
amongſt us, itis a danger wortby of a double c2ution , it 1s not x 
pretext or Chriſts honeur , But the truth thereof that»Juſtifies 
theſe dayes, and iS the prop:r and'holy bufineſſe of themg wee de- 
fire not to march unde: ſuch colours, but leave them rather to thoſe 
that under pretcx: of Religion are buſie to overthrow all Religi- 
onamengſt us : I neede not tell you who they are, but wiſh you 
take heede of them. ; 


To your fifteenth Q-#:e, 


Whether you are not bound to prove your praftice for the con. 
vittion and ſatisf.1cHion of your Brethren , whoſe duty it i to 
walke with you inthings «gree«ble to the minde of Chriſt * And 
in c1ſe you cannot ; Whether you eught not 10 acknowledge your 
errour, lay downe your practice ( as others have done theirs ) no 
longer befooling and ns [leading the people committed ro your 
charge ? 


Anſwer , T have ſayd thus much for your convidion and (ati. 
faRien, and wiſh it may worke fo well with you, that as it is your 
duty, ſo it may be your praRticeto walke with us in things agreca- 
bie to the minde of Chriſt ; and therefore I hope wee are fuffici- 
ently diſchirged frem apy neceſlity of confeſling any errour + 

theſe 


euch more neede of reforming yours , and of laying downe your 

pratice as others have done theirs, no longer befooling nor mif- 

leading the people committed unto your Charge ; that you may 

from hence forth teach them the wayes of peace and righteonſnes. 
Ll 


To your fixteenth Quzce. 


Whether in caſe yeu returne no Anſwer totheſe Queries , 7 
have not ground ſuff-cient to conclude you utterly unable 10 cive 
any rational account of your prattice now put upon it * 


«wer, Sir, you have an Anſwer to your Quzries, and there- 
fore bave co ground left you ſuthcient to conclude us uoable to 
give any rationall account of our praftice, which I wiſh you may 
reegive with a Chriſtian minde, that you and others may reapethe 
fruit hereof : Let your Study be Unity , for that is the way to 
felicity . | 


The God of peace and holynefſe dire& you and us all into the : 
wayes of peace and bolynefſe, that wee may no longer foſter di- © 


viſions and ftrife amongſt us , to the joy of ouradvertarics, and 
the reproach of the Goſpel ; but that following the truth in love, 
wee may in all things grow up into him, whichis the head , cven 
Chrift. | 


Now forall the paines I have taken to anſwer your Quz:ies, 
I ſhall deſire you to anſwer but one of mine, vis. 


Whether you think doth ſaveur of moſt pitty and good will an- 
to Chriſt and his honour , to forbid the preaching of Gods word , 
and the celebration of the praiſe of God for hs great mercies s- 
pon the 25. of December , or »pos any other day , or 18 enjoyne 
it 2 -Or whether it becomes Chriſtians 10 prohibit the worke of 


theſe thiogs , and that it dotl by this time appear* that there is 


God as any time 7 | An. 
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An addition of ſome teſtimonies out of Antiquity 


(4) 


concerning this Feftivall. 


T beophaniarm hee noftrum feftunm nominamus, in quo mund; ſaluta- 
rew concelebramus diew Dowini nat«lew, Baſil, in Serm. de bumai'4 
Cariſtt generatione. 

Feftum eft omnium Feflorum maxime venerandum , quod ſi qu ap- 
peltet omninm Feftorum Metropolim, hand quaquam aberret, Cory iu- 
ſtomus in Ocatione pro Philogonio. 

Tila 7% ovnig natales ſervators & apwiny adventar [eu aÞ- 
paritionem vocat, Nazianzs 

Natalem Domini ficut & paſcha , & pentecoſtim majora ſolemsia 
veeat, Beda,lib.s. C. 19. 

The Antiquity of this Feaſt is ſogreat , that Hoſþinian confel- 
ſeth, .2nando + a quo bos Feſtum inſtitutum ſit certo [ciri non poteſt : 
So that for ought he or any can ſay againſtic, jt may have us inſtj- 
tution even from the Apeltles themſelves, 

The ſame Authour acknowledgeth the mentien of it to have 
been very Ancient inthe Church , by 7 berophi/us Biſhop of Ceſ«- 
rea Palaſtina , wholived about the time of { ommoudas ard Severns, 

And he ſheweth bow afterwards in the time of 1ſaximings this 
Feſtivall was glorified by the Martyrdeme of divers Chriſtians at 
Nicomedia , who were there burnt together with the Church 
wherein they were celebrating this holy day,ſee Nicephorgs, 1ib,7, 
c#p. 6, and wee have good reaſon to believe theſe Martyrs were as 
good Chriftians as ſome that would ſequeſter the holynefle of 
Feaſts', Churches, and ali other men upen earth, ſcarcely ſparing 
the Saints in Heaven, that they may arrogate the Title of holynes 


- and ſaintſhip onely to thetſclves. 
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